EVO INSTRUCTOR UPDATE
Beginning January 2027, any individual attending an Emergency Vehicle Operations Instructor Course or Advanced Instructor Course must bring and drive a vehicle from their appointing agency to use during the course. The vehicle that is used should be the officer’s assigned agency vehicle for best training practice. This new requirement reflects best practices in law enforcement driving training:
• Comfortability With Vehicle‑Specific Performance: Each agency’s fleet varies in handling, braking characteristics, technology packages, and emergency equipment configurations. Instructors must be fully proficient in the exact vehicle they will be teaching in, so they can accurately model proper driving techniques and demonstrate realistic emergency maneuvers.
• Transferability of Skills: Training in the same vehicle an instructor uses on duty ensures that skills learned in the course translate directly into the operational environment. This reduces the gap between training performance and real‑world application.
• Standardization and Instructional Credibility: Agencies increasingly expect instructors to operate with a high degree of technical precision and knowledge of their own fleet’s capabilities and limitations. Using the officer’s assigned vehicle strengthens the instructor’s authority and instructional accuracy when coaching fellow officers.
• Safety and Risk Management: Understanding one’s own vehicle under controlled training conditions helps reduce risk during emergency response operations. Instructors must be able to recognize how their assigned vehicle behaves at speed, under stress, and during dynamic maneuvers before they can safely guide others.
• Accountability and Compliance: Modern EVOC programs emphasize documentation, policy alignment, and instructor accountability. Operating assigned vehicles ensures compliance with agency policy, insurance considerations, and contemporary training standards.
This is an essential step in raising the quality, realism, and safety of emergency vehicle operations training across the profession.

